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From the Manager’s Desk
The early onset of winter weather in 2018 has left 
many City property owners with yards full of leaves.  
To assist with that issue, the City  will be conducting 
a Spring leaf pick up from April 15th to April 19th.  
Procedure will be the same as the fall:  rake leaves 
into the street.  Please be diligent to work within this 
timeframe as the street sweeper will be deployed 
the following week and sweeping is not possible 
when the streets are full of leaves.  Any questions or 
concerns should be directed to 231-592-4015.  

Hello, my name is Cody Wyman, I work in the 
Engineering Department at City Hall and recently had 
the privilege of joining the fire department as a part 
paid firefighter. I have been with the City of Big Rapids 
for 9 months. I am originally from the Reed City area, 
growing up in the small town of Hersey. After High 
School I had the opportunity to play college football 
and earn an associate degree in Minnesota. Before 
going back to finish my bachelor’s degree, I took a 
“summer job” on 
an oil rig and 
spent 5 years 
traveling and 
working in the 
oil and gas 
profession. After 
having my son 
Landon, who is 
now 7, I decided 
it was time to come home. I finished my bachelor’s 
degree at Ferris State University and have grown to 
know Big Rapids as home. 

Since returning to Michigan in 2016 I have warmed up 
to the town I formerly called a “rival”. What I love about 
Big Rapids is the people in the community and their 
acceptance in welcoming newcomers. My first day on 
the job I felt nervous but was immediately welcomed 
to the team. The work environment I get to be a part of 
has become a blessing; I have a wonderful co-worker 
who took on a mentor role. Having the ability to ask 
questions and learn as much as possible is something 
I enjoy and the team I am apart of is always welcoming 
of questions. Working for the City has given me the 
ability to meet local community members. After 
traveling all over the United States I have found that 

At the City Commission
On Monday, April 01, the City Commission heard 
Study Sessions on three topics. First, the City 
Attorney talked about marihuana. State laws have 
changed and the City is making adjustments in 
response. If this is a topic you are interested in, 
stay tuned, as it will come up again in future City 
Commission and Planning Commission meetings 
as local regulations are debated and decided.

Other Study session topics were the Annual Report 
of Planning (which is an update on the planning 
and zoning decisions made in 2018) and an update 
on  the future of the Hanchett site based on the 
feedback from the Charrette in January.

General business topics included moving forward 
with the 2019 Sidewalk Improvement Project, 
passing amendments to the Zoning Ordinance 
to permit child care in more districts across the 
City, and authorizing a grant agreement with the 
Michigan Economic Development Authority for 
the watermain and street reconstruction project 
on Ives Avenue and South Street.

The City Commission meets on the 1st and 3rd 
Mondays of each month at 6:30PM in City Hall. 
We’d love to see you there in the future.

Meet and Greet: Cody Wyman, 
Engineering Technician



people from the state of Wyoming and the City of Big 
Rapids have some of the most welcoming citizens 
who still believe in core family values and principles.

As an engineering technician, my primary 
responsibilities are gathering field data and 
transferring that data to maps and files for record 
keeping. My co-worker and I are responsible for many 
other duties such as estimating, design, meetings, and 
most importantly answering community members’ 
questions and concerns. My typical workday starts 
with a brief department meeting. After that I usually 
go over emails and get in contact with people we 
are working with on projects to see what their daily 
itinerary is and draw up a to-do list for my day. 
Some of my recent projects include inspecting the 
new apartments at 830 Water Tower Road, bids for 
the National Fitness Court, and the 2019 Sidewalk 
Program. Most recently I’ve been trying to form a 
coalition to develop tiny homes for the homeless. 
Although all projects have their challenges, I would 
say the most challenging projects are those directly 
helping someone in our community, because you go 
over your plan countless times and do all you can to 
make sure you avoid mistakes and get the job done 
correctly.

My passion is to give back to troubled youth. While 
attending Ferris State University I worked at a youth 
detention facility and found that those I was there to 
help were helping me which is something I am forever 
grateful for. This past football season I was able to 
coach J.V. football at Reed City which was rewarding, 
and I plan to continue. In my spare time I always enjoy 
finding a quiet place to fish, hunt, and spend time 
with my son. 

By the Numbers: 03/17-03/30
Dial-a-Ride Service
• 7,189 Total Passengers
• 2,810 Demand Response Passengers
• 4,283 Ferris Shuttle Riders
• 325 Adult Riders and 769 Child Riders
• 1,812 Senior or Disabled Riders
Public Safety
The Police Division responded to 41 complaints. Of 
significance was a minor hit and run accident on 
March 29. A 32 year old male has been identified 
as the driver. Charges will be sought through the 
County Prosecutor’s Office.

On March 22, a 23 year old male was arrested 
for the February 1st shooting in the 400 block of 
Fuller. His brother, a 25 year old male is awaiting 
arraignment for the incident also.

Fire Division responded to 44 calls for service.

Upcoming Events
Big Rapids Community Library
• April 13 and 27 from 10:00-12:00 - Gardening 

Tips from local farmers.
• April 18 - Poem in Your Pocket Day. Stop by to 

get a poem in honor of National Poetry Month.
• April 25 at 7:00PM - Biking Cross Country with 

Robert Downes, author and bike tour expert.
Check the Library website for more event details 
and regularly scheduled programs like Storytime 
and book clubs.

Recreation
Girls on the Run is starting now. The registration 
deadline is April 5 at 5:00PM! Practices start next 
week in preparation for the 5k race on June 8.

The downtown Farmers Market begins May 10. 

Meet and Greet continued.

Sanitary sewer improvement project at Hemlock Park

Citywide Clean Up!
The annual Citywide Clean Up will be taking place 
again in 2019. This event usually takes place on or 
near Earth Day. This year Earth Day is the Monday after 
Easter weekend, so the event has been rescheduled. 
Mark your calendars for Saturday May 4 from 9:00 to 
11:00 AM and be part of making our City a cleaner 
and safer place to be. Contact (231)592-4036 for more 
information. 


